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1 TO & It 
Now all theſe things happened unto them for enſamples, 


and are written for our admonition. 


HE Apoſtle having mentioned, in the be- 
ginning of this Chapter, the manifold Provo- 
cations of the Maelites in the Wilderneſs, and 

the exemplary Puniſhments inflicted, on account of 

them, points out, in the words of my Text, the pro- 
B per 
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per Uſe and Application of what he had ſaid, and the 
Expedience of recording and perpetuating the Memory 
of theſe, and the like providential Diſpenſations, for 
the Benefit and Admonition of future Ages. A ſerious 
Remembrance of the Miſcarriages of our Forefathers 
will, at all times, be of ſignal Uſe to their Poſterity. 


-Paſt Evils will hereby ſerve as ſo many Land-marks or 


Lights, ſet up to warn us to ſhun the Rocks, which 
our Fathers ſplit upon, and carefully to avoid what- 
ever has a Tendency to introduce -afreſh the like Cala- 


mities. Nor can there be a more proper, or more 


effectual Method to keep up this Remembrance, than 
the Appointment of ſtated Times for the publick and 
ſolemn Commemoration of them : That the Generations 
to come might know them, even the Children which ſhall 
be born, who ſhall ariſe and declare them to their Chil- 
dren, that they might not be, as their Fathers, a ſtub- 
born and rebellious Generation, a Generation that ſet not 
their heart aright, and whoſe ſpirit was not fledfaſt with 
God *. 


As this ſufficiently juſtifies the Wiſdom and Pro- 


priety of ordaining this annual Solemnity ; ſo is it a 


tacit Reflection upon the Behaviour of all thoſe, who 
either totally and contemptuouſly diſregard the Obſer- 


vation of it, or by an Exceſs of Warmth and Violence 
unhappily defeat the good Deſign of it. For ſo long 
as it has the Sanction of ſupreme Authority, there is 


*Pſalm Ixxviii. 6. 8. 
4 * undoubtedly 
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undoubtedly a Reſpect, which common Decency re- 
quires, to be paid to it; and fince it was evidently ap- 
pointed for many excellent Purpoſes, which may till 
be ſerved by it, it is equally certain, that whatever ill 
Uſe may be made of it by others, it will be entirely our 
own fault, if we fail to make a right Uſe of it our- 
ſelves, or to profit by it accordingly. 


If we conſider it merely as a Day of Faſting and Hu- 
miliation for Sin, and duly reflect upon the Benefit 
and Comfort, that will redound to us from a ſerious 
and religious Performance of the Duties, more eſpe- 
cially required of us on ſuch ſolemn Occaſions,---of 
what infinite Importance it is to the Welfare of a People 
to reconcile themſelves to their offended God, and to 
be at Peace with that Almighty Being, on the Favour 
and Protection of whoſe good Providence all the Hap- 
pineſs they enjoy, or hope for, intirely depends; we 
cannot ſurely think our time miſemployed, when we 
readily comply with every Call; and gladly embrace 
every Opportunity given us to a. national Reformation. 
With how much greater Forwardneſs ought we to lay 
hold of ſuch Occafions, as are not only in their general 
nature productive of this good Effect, but are peculiarly 
adapted, from their particular Circumſtances, to the 
putting us in the right way both to underſtand, and to 
follow after the things that belong to our peace ®, 


* Luke xix. 42. 
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Proceed we then, in that Spirit of Sobriety and Mo- 


deration, which ſhould accompany all our religious 


Exerciſes, to recolle& ſome of thoſe admirable Leſſons 
of Inſtruction and Admonition, which may be drawn--- 
from the Tranſaction of this Day---from the Steps, 
that led to it---and from the fatal Conſequences, with 
which it was attended, 


I. As to the Fact 7t/elf, it is not eaſy to think, or 
ſpeak of it without Horror : It was a Crime, no leſs 
than that of wilful and deliberate Murder---a Crime 
moſt odious in the fight of God, who, from the firſt 
Commiſſion of it, thought fit to mark it out, and 
guard againſt it, by the ſevereſt Denunciations of his 
Wrath and Vengeance. It was Murder, aggravated 
by almoſt every Circumſtance, that could inflame the 
Guilt of it. It was the Murther of a truly virtuous 
and religious Prince, who in Violation of all Laws, 
divine and human, was tried and condemned by a pre- 
tended High Court of Juſtice, and whoſe innocent 


Blood was ſhed before his own Palace, in the face of 


the Sun, and amidſt the Sighs and Tears of Thouſands 
of his loyal Subjects, who, with Concernment and Con- 
fuſion, beheld the ſhocking Sight, without power either 
to ſave, or to help. 


Such was the diſmal Tragedy of this Day---ſuch the 
execrable Crime for which the Land hath fo long 
mourned 
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mourned, and yet mourneth. And what have we to 
do, as often as we remember it, but to lie down in 
ſhame, and cover us with our own Confuſion ?---What 
have we to ſay, but to cry out in the language of the 
royal Penitent, Deliver us from Blood-guiltineſs, O God 
of our Salvation, and our tongue ſhall proclaim aloud 
thy mercy . 


Yet has even this Scene of Horror and Darkneſs its 


bright Side; to which if we turn our eyes, we ſhall 


find, that it will afford us matter of Comfort and In- 
ſtruction. When we conſider with what Fortitude 
and Magnanimity, with what Steadineſs and unſhaken 
Conſtancy this unhappy King bore a long Courſe of 
unparalleled Sufferings, and particularly with what 
Patience and Reſignation, with what Meekneſs and 
truly chriſtian Charity for his Murderers he ſubmitted 
to the laſt Efforts of their Cruelty and Malice; how 
ought we to bleſs God for this illuſtrious Diſplay of the 
Power and Efficacy of true Religion, to ſupport and 
ſtrengthen Us in the ſharpeſt Conflicts, and to make us 
more than Conquerors under the ſevereſt Perſecutions 
for Righteouſneſs ſake! What leſs, than the Teſti- 
mony of a good Conſcience, and the powerful Aid of 
God's aſſiſting Grace, could have enabled him ſo chear- 
fully to exchange his corruptible for an incorruptible 
Crown, and in his laſt Moments to expreſs hopes full 
of Immortality! And how powerfully muſt this re- 


* Pſalm li. 14. lix, 16. 
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commend to us a Life of Innocence and Integrity, of 
Righteouſneſs and true Holineſs, of Piety and Devo- 


tion, of Humility and heavenly Mindedneſs---when 


we have ſo ſignal a Proof in his bleſſed Example, that 
the End of ſuch a Life is Peace. 


II. If we take a view of the fatal Steps, that led to 
this woful Cataſtrophe, we ſhall find that the original 
Source of all the Calamities and Troubles, that enſued, 
was Strife and Contention. A Strife, ſmall in its be- 
ginning, but encreaſing with amazing rapidity, and 
gathering ſo much Strength in its progreſs, that, at 
laſt, like a Torrent, it bore down all before it, and 


became too impetuous to be kept within any Bounds 


or Reſtraints, either of Reaſon or Religion. The un- 
happy Miſunderſtanding between the King and his 
Parliament was artfully and induſtriouſly fomented by 
factious and deſigning Men, who either hoped to find 
their account in the publick Diſtractions, or under ſpe- 
cious and plauſible Pretences were plotting the moſt 
miſchievous and iniquitous Schemes. Thus the Breach 
became ſo far widened, as to ſtop up every Avenue to 
Peace and Reconciliation, till the Quarrel ended in 
open and avowed Rebellion, and the Succeſs of that 
Rebellion in the Murder of their Sovereign, and the 
utter Deſtruction both of Church and State. 


And now, how naturally does this dear-bought Ex- 
perience of our Anceſtors, that every Kingdom divided 


. againſt 
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againſt itſelf is brought to Deſolation , remind us of 
N that excellent Aphoriſm and Advice of Solomon — Ybe 
Beginning of Strife is, as the letting out of water, there- 
fore leave off Contention before it be meddled with Þ, i. e. 
Ceaſe from it in time, before others have thruſt them- 
ſelves, or been drawn into the Conteſt---before it 
ſpreads and diffuſes its Malignity, imbittering men's 
Spirits againſt each other, and becoming the fruitful 
Parent of every Evil and Diſorder, which civil Di(- 
cord, armed with Power, and irritated and inflamed 
by mutual Provocation, is capable of committing. 


But chiefly are we admoniſhed from hence, how 
nearly it concerns men, when they firſt engage in Op- 
poſition to Authority, or create Diviſions, with Reaſon 
or Neceſſity, to examine ſeriouſly by what Spirit they 
are acted, and what Advantages they propoſe, either 
to themſelves, or the Publick, by ſuch Behaviour. 
From whence, ſaith the Apoſtle, come Wars and Fight- 
ings among you; come they not from hence, even from 
your Luſts ? Avarice and Ambition, Envy and Emu- 
lation, Diſcontent and Reſentment, Pride and Haugh- 
tineſs of Spirit, are too often the latent Springs of that 
Diſſention, which conceals itſelf under the Diſguiſe of 
the Love of Truth, and a Zeal for the publick Good. It 
15 indeed the Intereſt of men of bad Deſigns to keep their 
real Intentions, as much as poſſible, from Diſcovery 
or Suſpicion. But how difficult ſoever it may be, on 


* Luke xi. 17. + Prov. xvii. 14. 1 James iv. 1. 
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this account, to penetrate into the hearts of others, we 
cannot ſurely be ignorant of what paſſes within our owr 
breaſt, or at a loſs to know the real Motives of our 
own Conduct, if in earneſt we defire to know them. 
And whoever ſuffers himſelf under the Influence of any 
ſinful Luſt, or Paſſion to endanger the publick Tran- 
quillity, or throw his own private Intereſt, or Reſent- 
ments into the ſcale againſt the publick Good, muſt re- 
member, that he is acting a part, which may affect 
the Safety and Happineſs of thouſands beſides hiniſelf, 
and that he is anſwerable both to God and Man for all 
the evil Conſequences, that may attend it. 


But I have already ſaid enough, and, perhaps, more 
than will be thought neceſſary of the dangerous Na- 
ture, and ſad Effects of inteſtine Diviſions. It might 
naturally be expected, that I ſhould rather congratulate 
the Publick upon that happy Unanimity, (the Reverſe 
of the times we are lamenting) which ſo eminently 
diſtinguiſhes the preſent Period. Never did that Union 
and Harmony, which is ſo neceſſary to ſtrengthen the 
Sinews of Government, and to give Vigour, Stability, 
and Diſpatch, to the great Objects of national Delibera- 
tion, ſhew itſelf more conſpicuouſly, or in an higher 
degree, than now appears, not only among the Mem- 
bers of this auguſt Aſſembly, before whom I have the 
honour to ſtand, but in every Part of the whole King- 


dom. An Harmony ſo complete and perfect, and 


withal of ſuch ſingular Importance at this Juncture, 
that 
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that it may juſtly be aſcribed to that all powerful Influ- 
ence, which boweth the hearts of a Nation, as the heart 
of one Man *.---An Union ſo intire and univerſal, that 
the very Names of Party ſeem to be loſt and forgotten, 
and the only Conteſt, which at preſent remains among an 
happy and grateful People, is, who ſhall be firſt and 
warmeſt in his Expreſſions of Loyalty and Affection to 
the Beſt of Kings, of ardent Zeal for the Honour and 
Happineſs of his Perſon and Government, and of in- 
violable Attachment to his illuſtrious Houſe. Long 
may this animating and delightful Scene continue to 
ſignalize and adorn his Reign! Under the pleaſing 
Hope and Proſpect of which Continuance, let us go 
on to ſuch other Reflections, of a different, but not leſs 
uſeful Nature, as the preſent Subject affords; and 
which may briefly be reduced to theſe that follow, 
namely, The infatuating and progreſſive Nature of Sin — 
The Danger and Infection from evil Communications 


and the Neceſſity of Foreſight and Caution againſt the 
Wiles of Deceivers. 


It may, without any great degree of preſumption, be 
hoped, that many, who ſet out in Oppoſition to the King's 
Meaſures, acted upon Principles ſtrictly to be juſtified, 
and thought it their Duty, as Repreſentatives of the 
People, and Guardians of their Rights and Liberties, 
to withſtand, to the utmoſt, every unjuſt Invaſion and 


Violation of them. And provided they had gone no 


* 2 Sam. xix. 14. 
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further than the doing this in a legal and parliamentary 
Way—had the Contention ceaſed, as ſoon as a ſtop 
was put to the arbitrary Proceedings, ſo juſtly com- 
plained of, and all reaſonable Security was given againſt 
the like Attempts for the future; they would have 
been ſo far from juſtly incurring Cenſure, that they 


would have deſerved well of their Country, and their 


Names had been tranſmitted to Poſterity with Honour. 
But though Some of theſe had the good fortune to re- 
treat in time, and by their ſubſequent Behaviour 
atoned, in ſome meaſure, for the Miſchiefs, to which 
they had innocently and unwarily contributed ; yet 
with Others the Caſe was very different. They ap- 
prehended, that they had gone too far to recede with 
Safety, and therefore ſuffered themſelves contentedly 
to be carried forward with the Stream, and to concur 
in ſuch Meaſures, as, though in their Hearts they 


condemned, they had neither Spirit or Reſolution to 


oppoſe, nor Power to prevent. Hence did they pro- 
ceed adding Sin to Sin, one unjuſtifiable Step ſtill re- 


quiring another, and that again a third to vindicate, 


and defend the former, till they came at laſt to com- 
mit, without remorſe, Crimes, which at firſt they 
would have ſtartled at the thoughts of. Even of 
thoſe, who were moſt deeply concerned in the Guilt 


of this Day, who ſat in Judgment over their lawful 


Sovereign, and impiouſly ſubſcribed their Names to 
the Warrant for his Execution, it may reaſonably be 
preſumed, that they were far from intending to go the 
lengths, 
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lengths, which they did. Their ſole Object, at firſt, 
was a Change of the Conſtitution in Church and 
State, in which if they could have ſucceeded by any 
other Means, it is poſſible, they might have refrained 
from that Extremity of Violence, which, at laſt, they 
had recourſe to. But when they found, that their fa- 
vourite Schemes were not to be effected, but by the 
Murder of their Sovereign, and the Extirpation of his 
Family, then it was, that they were determined to 
the impious Reſolution of Root and Branch, and by the 
moſt deſperate act of conſummate Wickedneſs to remove 
every Obſtacle to their Deſigns. 


As from hence we are admoniſhed not to truſt too 
much to the Uprightneſs, and Sincerity of our preſent 
good Intentions, and how vain a thing it is to ſay, 
when we engage in wicked Courſes, Hitherto I will go, 
and no farther ; ſo ought it to be a ſufficient Caution 
to us, how we ſuffer ourſelves to be made Partakers of 
other Men's Sins, or to be impoſed upon by the cunning 
Craftineſs of thoſe, who lie in wait to deceive: And 
how neceſlary it is, in order to preſerve ourſelves from 
the Contagion of ill Examples, to ſhun the Converſe or 
Intimacy of men of bad, or ſuſpicious Principles either 


in Government or Religion, Moſt appoſite is the Advice 


of Solomon : My Son, fear thou the Lord and the King, 
and meddle not (or rather mix not) with them, that are 
given to change * : avoid, as much as poſſible, all 


Prov. xxii. 21. 
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Friendſhip, Familiarity, or Connexion with ſuch reſt- 
leſs Spirits, as no Form of Government, no Plan of 


Adminiſtration can pleaſe long together---Who are 
perpetually ſearching for ſomething to find fault with, 
and are never better pleaſed, than when they can meet 


with it---Who, upon every ſlight Occaſion, are for try- 
ing new Experiments upon the Body Politick ; wan- 
tonly hazarding or ſecretly undermining the Peace 
and Order of the Eſtabliſhment, they live under, 


From thus conſidering the previous Steps to this 
Day's foul Tranſaction, and the Inſtruction, which 
they afford us, permit me to proceed, in the 


III. and laſt Place, fo the fatal Conſequences of it, 


and to ſuggeſt in few words what we may learn from 
them, and more eſpecially from the Shame and Diſap- 
pointment, which the wicked Perpetrators of it them- 
ſelves, as well the poor deluded Nation felt upon the 
Changes brought about by it. 


We have already ſeen with what reſtleſs Activity, 


and determined Reſolution the Enemies of the Con- 
ſtitution laboured for the Subverſion of it; nor need it 
be repeated with what ſanctified Pretences their At- 


tempts were carried on, God was pleaſed in his juſt 
_ Judgments upon a ſinful Nation to ſuffer them to ſuc- 
ceed in their wicked Deſigns; and great and glorious 
things, no doubt, were expected from the Morꝶ of the. 

Lord, 


St. Margaret's Weſtminſter. 13 


Tord, (as it was impiouſly called) thus proſpering in 
their hands. But did the Event anſwer their Expec- 
tations? or had they reaſon to rejoice long in their Suc- 
ceſs? What was in the Concluſion the Fruit of thoſe 
Doings, whereof they had ſo much cauſe to be aſhamed ? 
They ſowed the wind, and reaped the whirlwind *, In- 
ſtead of pure Religion, and a thorough Reformation, 
ſuch a Deluge of Wickedneſs overſpread the Land, as 
ſcarce left the Appearance of Religion among a Chriſtian 
People; or an Appearance ſo hideous and deformed, as 
could not but render it hateful and ridiculous in the 
ſight of all that beheld it. How miſerable and diſtracted 
was the Condition of it; whilſt the Church, at 
Church, which had ſo long been the Bulwark of the 
Proteſtant Religion, lay proſtrate at the feet of her 
Enemies, under the numberleſs Sects, which roſe up 
in her Place! How was the Purity of her Doctrine 
corrupted, her Peace diſturbed, her Patrimony de- 
voured, her holy Places laid waſte, her Miniſters per- 
ſecuted ! and with what implacable Rage and Malice 
did the two principal contending Parties, in their Con- 
teſt for Dominion, purſue each other, till they had 
well nigh eradicated all Peace, and Order, and true 
Piety out of the Kingdom. Nor fared it better with 
the State upon the Down-fall of that ancient form of 
Kingly Government, under which it had for ſo many 
ages flouriſhed. How miſerably diſappointed, how 
grievouſly impoſed upon was the People, when after 
* Hoſea viii. 7. 
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a variety of Toſſings, and Changings, from one Go- 

vernment to another, in which contrary Oaths, Pro- 
teſtations, and Engagements had ſucceſſively been ob- 
truded upon them, they found themſelves at laſt under 
the Tyranny of an inſolent Uſurper, who governed 
more abſolutely by his own Will and Pleaſure, (equally 
trampling, in the moſt bare-faced manner, upon the 
Authority of the Law, the Power and Privileges of 
Parliament, and the Rights and Liberties of the People) 
than the moſt arbitrary Prince, that ever ſate upon the 
Engliſh Throne, Ought not this to be a perpetual 
Warning to Us, and our Poſterity, how dangerous a 
thing it is to unſettle Foundations! What a Diſcourage- 
ment muſt it give to every thing, that may break in 
upon the Peace and Order of a well regulated Eſtabliſh- 
ment! What a convincing Proof does it aftord us, that 
Religion and Loyalty go hand in hand, and mutually 
adorn and ſupport each other; and laſtly, that the In- 
tereſts of the Church and State are ſo cloſely connected 
and interwoven with each other. that they muſt ſtand, 
or fall together; and that the Friends of Either will 
always appear to be the trueſt Friends to Both. 


To conclude with what is the immediate End of our 
aſſembling upon this ſolemn Occaſion, and which 


ought, firſt and laſt, to be uppermoſt in our thoughts. 


We are indeed met together in a dutiful Compliance 


with the Law of our Country, and a Conformity to that 


moſt 
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moſt excellent Office, appointed for the Day, to ac- 
knowledge and bewail that Load of national Guilt, 
which brought down the heavy Judgments of God 
upon our Fathers, and in particular to expreſs our un- 
feigned Sorrow and Deteſtation of that execrable Crime, 
which has fixed an indelible Stain of Reproach and In- 
famy upon this Church and State ; to deprecate the 
Vengeance due to it, and humbly to beſeech Almighty 
God, that the innocent Blood, as on this Day ſhed, 
may never be required of Us, or our Poſterity. 


But, after all, it muſt be acknowledged, that it is in 
our own Tranſgreſſions, that we are principally con- 
cerned. If it was the crying Sins of the Nation, which 
brought down upon that Generation the ſad Effects 
of God's Diſpleaſure, we have reaſon to be aſſured, 
that the ſame Cauſes will always be productive of the 
ſame Effects; however for a Seaſon God may reſpite 
the Execution of that Sentence, which is already paſſed 
againſt every evil Work. Under this Conviction let us 
deal faithfully and impartially with ourſelves, and ſe- 
riouſly reflect, whether that Luxury and Effeminacy, 
that Riot and Profuſeneſs, that Careleſſneſs and Indif- 
ference in Religion, that profane Contempt of God's 
Word and Ordinances, that Corruptneſs of Manners 
and evil Heart of Unbelief, which is ſo prevalent 
among us, may not equally provoke Almighty God to 
pour down his Wrath upon Us, as he did upon Them. 
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6 A Sermon preached at 


It hath hitherto pleaſed him to try the gentler Me- 
thods of Mercy and Forbearance, nay, even to diſtin- 
guiſh us with Acts of Favour and Loving-kindneſs. 
Not to inſiſt upon our. Happineſs in other reſpects; in 
the free Exerciſe of our holy Religion, in the Security 


and Protection of our civil Rights under a legal Govern- 


ment; in the plentiful Increaſe, with which he fo 
lately and ſo ſeaſonably refreſhed the Earth, and in 
his Goodneſs prepared for the Poor ; in the watchful 
Providence, with which he guarded our Coaſts againſt 
the Invaſion of our Enemies Let us only reflect, how 
long we have been happy under the Reign of a juſt, 
and mild, and gracious King, whoſe Glory and De- 
light it is to be the Father of his People, and whoſe 
unwearied Endeavours for their Happineſs and Proſpe- 
rity, and magnanimous Zeal for the Recovery and 
Protection of their /u/? Rights againſt the Encroach- 
ments and Uſurpations of a perfidious Enemy, have 
endeared him to the Afection of the preſent, and will 
entitle him to the Admiration of future times, 


Nor hath God been gracious to us in his reſpect 
only, in granting the King à long Life, but alſo in 
vouchſafing him the Requeſt of his Lips, and making 
him to ſee his Deſire upon his Enemies. He hath 
bleſſed his Counſels with Unanimity, and his Arms 
with Succeſs beyond the Example of former ages, and 
hath, in the Language of the Prophet, made us Name 


and 


St. Margaret's Weſtminſter, 17 


and a Praiſe among all the people of the earth *. This is 
the Lord's doing, and it is marvellous in our eyes : but ſtill, 


let us remember, that it is more than we have deſerved. 
Let not therefore the Splendor of any thing that is 
Great, nor the Conceit of any thing that is Good in 
us, withdraw our eyes from looking upon ourſelves as 
finful Duſt and Aſhes, or make us forget, that, fo long 
as we do wickedly, we are continually liable to that In- 
dignation, which yet he ſuffereth not to ariſe, and that, 
whenever he ſhall think fit to enter into Judgment 


with us, we are ſure to be condemned, and may juſtly 
be conſumed. 


Though he waiteth to be gracious in hopes of our 
Amendment, yet, if we fruſtate, or abuſe this merci- 
ful Purpoſe of his Forbearance and Long-ſuffering, he 
will, after all the Kindneſs he hath ſthewn us, caſt 
us off in his Diſpleaſure : We ſhall be no longer his 
People, nor He our God. What remains then, but 
that we be exhorted to ſearch out every man the 
Plague of his own Heart, and the Idol he hath ſet up 
in it, and put away from him the Abomination of his 
evil Doings? Let us all in our ſeveral Stations do our 
utmoſt to promote that Righteouſneſs, which alone ex- 
alteth a Nation ; and, by departing from our Iniquities, 
avert the Deſtruction, which, ſooner or later, is ſure to 
overtake a difobedient and incorrigible People. Let 
thoſe in particular, who by the Influence of their Ex- 


* Zeph. iii. 20. 
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18 A Sermon preathed at, &c. 
ample, or the Exerciſe of their Authority, are beſt 
qualified to do it, within their reſpective Spheres be 
diligent to exert Both, to the utmaſt of their Power, in 
the Diſcouragement and Puniſhment of Wickedneſs 
| and Vice, and in the Maintenance of God's true Reli- 
gion and Virtue, In a Word, let all, who have areal 
Concern for the Good of their Country, be careful to 
expreſs it, by the beſt and ſureſt Teſtimony we can 
give of it, a Zeal for God's Glory, by walking in 
his Fear ourſelves, and by promoting, as far as in 
us lies, the Practice of Peace and Righteouſneſs among 
others. 
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